Science Curriculum Overview 2025/26

Context:

Students have 2 science lessons every week. In the first lesson, students follow a curriculum tailored to
both cover the KS3 science national curriculum and prepare students for moving on to GCSE science.
Students learn through a combination of theory and practical work.

In the second lesson we learn functional skills and horticulture. Functional skills lessons involve learning
skills which support students in their learning. This involves graph skills, research and presentation skills.
We also do project work based on students' interests.

In horticulture, students grow plants and learn how to care for them and the environment around them.
Students also do interesting projects such as raising tadpoles and butterflies. We work with the RHS and
have the RHS Garden Award Level 4. Horticulture has been shown to have a positive impact on mental
health and is a useful life skill.

Intent:

KS3 science is ordered to give students a taste of different areas of science that best meets the needs of
our students and prepare them for GCSE. The order is subject to change depending on the particular
needs and interests of our students.

Assessment:
Students are assessed informally throughout the year at the beginning and end of each lesson and topic.



KS3 Science Overview Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Science Physics 1: Chemistry 1: Biology 1: Physics 2: Chemistry 2: Biology 2:
Energy Chemical Life Processes Forces Periodic Table Ecology
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